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6 . The ufual number of Tides, or times of High-water from- 
Never Moon to Neve-Moon, or from Full-Moon to Full-Moon, is 59, 

So far the Remarks hitherto made by this inquifitive perfon upon the 
Subje£lofTides,who not only promifeth his own continuance for farther 
Obferv at ions ,but alfo bis care of recommending the faid Tide* Queries 
to the conjlant obfervation of an, intelligent perfon living jujl on, the 
Sea-fide. 


Enquiries and DireFUem 
For the An i-Ilcs, or Caribb e-IJltnds. 


In. Numb. 23. fome Queries werefiublifh'd for feme parts of the 
Weft-Indies, and thofe for other parts referv'd to another opportunity . 
which prefen ting it [elf at this time, we fib all here ft down finch Enqui¬ 
ries for the Knt-lles, as were collected out of the Relations of [everal 
Authors writing of thofe jfiands, fuch as are the Natural Hiftory of 
the Antilles, written by a French-man • the Hiftory of the Barba- 
does /'j' Lygon, &c. to the end,that thefe Queries being confidcred by, 
fuch curious per fins as frequent, thofe places, and delight in making 
careful Obfervations, they may from thence return [itch Anfwers, as, 
may either confirm , or reblifie the. Relations concerning than already 
extant. The Enquiries are thefe: 

I. Of Vegetables* 

2, "X /VTHether the Juice of the Fruit of the Tree Junipa , 
V V being as dear as any Rock-water,yields a brown Vio¬ 
let: dye 3 and being put twice upon the fame place, mafcethit 

look; 
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took black < And whether this TinCture cannot be got out 
tvith any Soap, yet difappears of it felf in 9 or 10 days i And 
whether certain Animals, and particularly Hogs and Parrots, 
eating of this Fruit, have their Fiefh and Fat altogether tinged 
of a Violet colour i 

2. Whether Ring-doves, that feed upon the bitter Fruit of 
th t'Acomas Tree, have their Flefh bitter alfo i 

3. Whether the Wood of the Acajou Tree, being red, light, 
and well fcented, never rots in Water,, nor breeds any Worms, 
when cut in due feafon ? And whether the Chejis and Trunks 
made thereof, keep Clothes, placed therein, from being Worm- 
eaten ? 

4. Whether the Leaves of a certain Tree, peculiarly 
called Indian-Wood , give fuch a haut-gouft to Meat and 
Sauces, as if it were a compofition of leveral forts of Spi¬ 
ces ? 

5. Whether there be fuch two forts of the Wood, call’d Sa~ 
vonier, or Soap-mod, of the one of which the Fruit, of the other 
the Root ferveth for Soap ? 

6. Whether the bark of th QParetuvier-wood tanns as well as 
Oak-bark ? 

7. Whether the Root of the Tree Laitus, being brayed and 
caft into Rivers, maketh Fifties drunk? 

8. Whether the Root of the Manioc is lo fertile, that one Acre 
planted therewith, yields fo plentiful a crop, as fhall feed more 
people than fix Acres of the beft Wheat <? 

9. What Symptoms do ufually follow upon taking of the 
Juice of Manioc, or upon the eating of the Juice with the 
Root, and what effects are thereby produced upon the Body, 
that infer it to be accounted a rank Poifon i Whether any worfe 
Effects, than may becaufed by meer Crudity, 3s by Turnips or 
Carrots eaten raw, and much more by raw Flelh, in thofethat 
are not ufed thereto; or at raoft, fome fuch naufeous or noxious 
quajity,as might be corrected in the taking and the preparation ; 
which correction, if effected, might perhaps render the Bread, 
made of this Manioc, much heartier, the Juice being likely to 
carry off the Spirit and ftrength, leaving the remainder fpirit- 
lefstf 
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30. The Palmetto-Royal being faid by Ligon to be a v f y tall 
and ftreight Tree, and fo tough, that none of them hav een 
feenblown down,and withall hollow; in all which refpeft iey 
may fervefor fpecial ufes, and particularly for long upticks ; 
’tis much defired, that the largeft and longeft pieces of • em 
that can be flow’d in a Ship, may be fent over. 

ii. Whether the Oyl exprefled out of the Plant Ricinus or 
Talma chrifti, be u(ed by the Indians to keep them from Vermin t 
To fend over fome of that Oyl. 

ia. Whether in the paflage of the ijlhmus from Nombre de 
Dios to Panama^ there is a whole Wood full of Senfitive Trees, 
of which, as foon as they are touch’d, the Leaves and Branches 
move with a ratling noife, and wind themfelves together into a 
roundilh Figure i 

13. Whether there be certain Kernels of a Fruit like a white 
Pear-plum, which are very Purgative and Emetick, but having 
the thin film which parteth them into halves taken out, they 
have no fuch Operation at all, and are as fweet as a Jordan- 
Almond ? 

14. To fend over fome of the Roots of the Herb, call’d by 
our French Author L* herbe auxflefches (the Dart-herb,) which 
being ftamped, is faid to have the vertueof curing the wounds 
made with poifon’d Darts. 

15. To fend fome of the Grain of the Herb Mask, putting 
it up carefully in a Box; which being done, it will keep its 
Musk fcent. 

1 6. To fend over a Specimen of all Medicinal Herbs, together 
with their refpe&ive Vertues, as they are reputed there: Item 
particularly, the Prickle-with at the Barbadoes ; Macao , Majlic- 
tree , Locujl, Black-wood , yellow within; Ftve-fprig, Tidle-wcod, 
White-wood , Barbadoes-Cedar. 

17. Whether the fruit Mancenille of the Mancenittier-T ree, 
though admirably fair and fragrant, yet is fatal to the Eater, 
and falling into the Water, kills the Fifnes that eat thereof, ex¬ 
cept Crabs , who yet are faid to be dangerous to eat when 
they have fed upon this fruit < Whether under the Bark of this 
Tree is contained a certain glutinous Liquor as white as Milk, 
very dangerous, fo that if you chance to rub it, and this Juice 
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fpurt upon die Shirt like a burning*, if upon the naked flefh, 
it will caufe a fwelling j if into the eye, blindnefs for feveral 
days? And whether the fljadew of this Tree be fo noxious, 
that the bodies of Men repofing under it, will fweli ftrangely r 
And whether the Meat it felf, that is boil’d with the fire of this 
Wood, contra&s a malignity, burning the Mouth and Throat? 
Further, whether the Natives ufe the milky juice of this Tree, 
and the Dew falling from it, and the juice of its Fruit, in the 
compofition of the Poifon they infe< 5 t their Arrows with ? 

11. Of Animals and Life Els. 

i8. /Y/'Hether the skin of the Tatou, and the little bone 
V V in his Tail, do indeed, as is related, cure deafilhnefs, 
and pains of the Ears? And whether this Animal be proof 
not only againft the Teeth of Dogs, but alfo againft Bul¬ 
lets? 

19. Whether the Birds called Canides , be fo docile, that 
fome of them learn to fpeak not only Indian, but alfo Dutch and 
Spanifla, finging alfo the Ayres in the Indian Tongue as well as 
an Indian himfelf ? 

And whether the Bird Colihry have a feent as fweet as the fineft 
Amber and Musk ? Both which is affirmed by our French Au¬ 
thor . 

20. To procure fome of the fat of the Birds, called Fre- 
gati, reputed to be very Anti-paralytical and Anti-podagri- 
cal. 

21. To fend over a A^W-pike, which is faid to be like the 
miffT-pike, but that inftead of Fins it hath four feet, on which 
it crawls. 

22. Whether the skin of the Sea-mlf, which they other- 
wife call the Requiem, be fo ruff and ftiff, that they make 
Files of them, fit to file Wood? And whether it be ufually 
guided by another Fifh, that is beautified with fuch a variety 
of curious and lively Colours, that one would fay, fuch 
Fifhes were girt with Necklaces ©f Pearls, Corals, Esne- 
rauds, &c. 
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33. Whether the skin of Sea-Calfs, otherwife call’d Liman- 
tins , be fo hard, when dry’d, that they ferve the Indians for 
Shield-.1 

24. Whether the Alhes of the Frefh-water Tortoifes do hinder 
the falling of the Hair, being powder’d therewith i 

25. Whether'the Land-Crabs of thefe Iflands do at cer¬ 
tain times hide themfelves all under ground for the fpace of 
6 weeks, and during that time change and renew their (hells ? 
And whether in hiding themfelves thus, they do fo carefully 
cover themfelves all about with Earth, that the opening thereof 
cannot at all be perceived, thereby (hutting out the Air, by 
which they might elfe be annoyed when they are quite naked, 
after they have (lied their (hells, there then remaining no other 
cover on them, but a very thin and tender skin, which by little 
thickeneth and hardeneth into a Cruft, like the old i 

2 6. Whether the Serpents in thofe parts, that have black and 
white fpots on their backs, be not venomous i To (end over 
fomeof fuch Serpents skins. 

27. To fend over fome of the skins of thofe huge Li¬ 
zards, they call Ouayamaca, which, when come to their full 
bignefs, are faid to be five foot long, Tail and all: And efpe- 
cially to fend fome of thofe that are (aid to have the fcales of 
their skins fo bright and curious, that at a diftance they refemble 
Cloth of Gold and Silver. 

28. Whether the (hining Flies, called Cueuyes, hidealmoft 
all their light, when taken, but when at liberty, afford it plenti¬ 
fully i 

29. Whether there be a fort of Bees brown and blew, who 
make a black Wax, but the Honey in it whiter and fweeter 
than that of Europe. 

30. Whether in thofe parts the Indians do cure the bitings 
of Serpents by eating frefh Citron Pills , and by applying the 
Unguent, made of the bruifed Head of the wounding Serpent, 
and put hot upon the wound ? 

31. Whether the Wood lice in thofe Countries generated 
out of rotten Wood, are able, not only to eat through Trunks 
in a day or two, and to fpoil Linnen, Clothes, and Books, 
(of which laft they are faid to fpare only what is written or 

printed 3) 
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printed 5 ) but alfo to gnaw the props which fupport the 
Cottages, that they fall ? And whether the remedy againft 
the latter mifchief is, to turn the ends of the Wood that is fixed 
in the ground * or to rub the Wood with the Oyl of that kind 
of Palma cbrifti (a Plant) wherewith the Natives rub their 
Heads to fecure them from Vermin. 

32. Whether that fort of Vermin called Ravets , fpare no¬ 
thing of what they meet with (either of Paper, Cloths, Lin- 
nen, and Woollen) but Silk and Cotton ? 

33. Whether the little C irons called Chiques y bred out of 
duft, when they pierce once into the Feet, and under the Nails 
of the Toes, do get ground of the whole body, unlefs they be 
drawn out betimes ? And whether at firft they caufe but a 
little itch, but afterwards having pierced the skin, ruile a 
great inflatmtion in the part affe&ed, and become in a finall 
time as big as a Peafe, producing innumerable Nits, that breed 
others. 

i_As to inquiries, concerning Earths and Minerals, they may be 
taken out of Numb. 19. and as for fuch, which concern the conftt- 
tution of the Air, Winds, and H eat her, they are to he met with in 

Numb. 11. 

To w'hich latter fort may be added touching Hurricane, Whe¬ 
ther thofe terrible Winds, which are faid to have formerly 
happen’d in thofe parts but once in 7 years, do now rage once 
in two years, and fometimes twice, yea thrice in one year? 
And whether they are obferved never to fall out but about the 
i^A.itumnd Equinox * as his affirmed, that in the Erf-Indies 
beyond the Line, they never happen but about the Vernal ? Whe¬ 
ther they are preceded with an extream Calm, and the Rain 
which falls a little before be bitterifh and fair? And whether 
Birds come timely down by whole flocks from the Hills, and 
hide themfelves in the Valleys, lying clofe to the ground} to 
fecure themfelves from the Temped approaching f 
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